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her, but above all he loved her for her force, the terrific
strength with which she dwarfed all mankind.

That the Oakland High School Aegis had a liberal
editorial policy is evidenced by the fact that they published
his socialist article, "Optimism, Pessimism and Patriotism,"
in which he accused the " powers that be" of keeping the
masses from education because education would make them
revolt against their slavery. He charged capitalism with
long hours, sweat systems, and steadily decreasing wages,
conducive to nought but social and moral degradation, and
cried out to " ye Americans, patriots and optimists to awake!
Seize the reins of a corrupted government and educate the
masses."

Because he was a convincing talker Jack was appointed
one of the debaters for the Christmas week graduation
exercises. One may safely assume that the subject of the
debate was a goodly distance from socialism, but Jack had
been talking only a minute or two when he came to a pause,
shifted his weight to the other foot, and began assailing the
dressed-up audience of students, their parents and friends,
with what has been reported by one listener to have been the
most truculent socialistic diatribe she ever heard. He told
them that the time had come when existing society had to be
destroyed, and that he was ready to break it down with any
means or force. He talked with such passion that the audience
felt he had lost himself and was already clutching at the
'throats of his enemies in the class struggle. Some were
frightened, others thought it a joke, others maintained that
it was pitiful, that the boy was not responsible, that he was a
superegoist and a latent paranoiac. Members of the Board
of Education demanded drastic treatment.

It seems possible that Jack had seized this opportunity to
fire his parting shot, for he never returned to Oakland High.
It would have taken him two more years to graduate, and
since he had just turned twenty he felt that he could not
spare the time. Instead he went to a cramming school in
Alameda to prepare for the fall entrance examinations to the
University. Eliza gave him the money for tuition. He